
Washington Examiner:  
“Europe’s acute energy crisis, the pricey winter facing New 
England, and California’s grid woes illustrate a need to in-
crease production and transport of natural gas.”   

Washington Examiner, September 28, 2022 

 
Mark Brown, New England Executive Director, 
Consumer Energy Alliance:   

“Activists don’t care that new natural gas pipelines like Access 
Northeast and Northeast Energy Direct would have saved 
hard-working families billions of dollars every year and 
enhanced the electric grid’s reliability. They would have cut 
CO2 emissions, too… How? Because on the cold days we get 
too often in New England, higher-emitting power plants have 
to run to keep the lights on. The regional grid operator, ISO-
New England, has repeatedly reported emissions increases 
in colder months when coal is used to generate electricity, 
instead of natural gas.”    

Boston Herald, October 1, 2022

Amy Andryszak, President and CEO, Interstate 
Natural Gas Association of America:  
“Inadequate fuel supplies and the related price spikes and 
reliability concerns are unfortunately nothing new to anyone 
living in New England — a region infamous for having the 
highest energy costs in the nation.”  

Boston Herald, September 8, 2022 

 

Gordon van Welie, CEO, ISO New England:   

“During the coldest days of the year, New England does not 
have sufficient pipeline infrastructure to meet the region’s 
demand for natural gas for both home heating and power 
generation.”   

Boston Herald, September 8, 2022

ISO New England: 

“New England has become increasingly reliant on natural 
gas and vulnerable to disruptions in fuel supplies to the 
region. ISO-NE is considering capacity market enhancements 
to procure resources needed to maintain reliability during 
periods of extreme natural gas scarcity. Nonetheless, efficient 
day-ahead and real-time market performance will also help 
maintain reliability during winter conditions while minimizing 
costs to consumers.” 

2021 Assessment of the ISO New England Electricity  
Markets, June 2022

Dan Byers, Vice President, Policy, U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce, Global Energy Institute:  

“Simply put, natural gas pipelines that could bring abundant 
gas supplies from Appalachia’s Marcellus shale region have 
been blocked at every turn over many years.  This has major 
implications for energy markets in New England, especially in 
winter. When cold weather strikes, demand for both electricity 
and heating go up in concert.  New England is highly depen-
dent upon natural gas for both, and without sufficient supplies 
to meet demand, grid operators must turn to fuel oil (which 
does not face infrastructure constraints) to keep the lights on.”   

Real Clear Energy, February 18, 2022

North American Electric Reliability  
Corporation (NERC):   
“In New England, limited natural gas pipeline capacity leads 
to a reliance on fuel oil and imported liquefied natural gas 
(LNG) to meet winter peak loads. Limited natural gas pipeline 
capacity and lack of redundancy is a concern for electric reli-
ability in normal winter and a serious risk in a long-duration, 
extreme cold conditions.   

NERC 2021 Long-Term Reliability Assessment, December 2021

Politico:   

“As in years past, New England is among the most vulnerable 
regions this winter, given its heavy reliance on natural gas as 
an electricity and heating source and limited pipeline capacity.”    

Politico, October 20, 2022

The Wall Street Journal:    

“New England power producers are preparing for potential 
strain on the grid this winter as a surge in natural-gas demand 
abroad threatens to reduce supplies they need to gener-
ate electricity. The region’s power-grid operator, ISO New 
England Inc., has warned that an extremely cold winter could 
strain the reliability of the grid and potentially result in the 
need for rolling blackouts to keep electricity supply and de-
mand in balance... The New England ISO expects that the grid 
can weather a mild-to-moderate winter without significant 
reliability challenges. However, it has warned that electricity 
demand could threaten to surge beyond available supply 
after multiple sustained periods of severely cold weather, 
which would result in calls for conservation similar to those 
issued in California in September during a regionwide heat 
wave.”  

The Wall Street Journal, October 17, 2022

What They Are Saying  
on Grid Reliability
New England

https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/restoring-america/faith-freedom-self-reliance/natural-gas-cant-be-replaced-by-green-sources-industry-argues
https://www.bostonherald.com/2022/10/01/brown-theres-low-cost-energy-to-be-had-but-not-for-new-england/
https://www.bostonherald.com/2022/09/08/andryszak-answer-to-nes-energy-woes-boost-infrastructure/
https://www.bostonherald.com/2022/09/08/andryszak-answer-to-nes-energy-woes-boost-infrastructure/
https://www.iso-ne.com/static-assets/documents/2022/06/iso-ne-2021-som-report-full-report-final.pdf
https://www.realclearenergy.org/articles/2022/02/18/northeast_pipeline_blockade_delivers_trifecta_of_bad_outcomes_dependence_on_fuel_oil_higher_prices_and_more_foreign_energy_imports_817354.html
https://www.nerc.com/pa/RAPA/ra/Reliability%20Assessments%20DL/NERC_LTRA_2021.pdf
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/2022/10/ferc-predicts-tight-natural-gas-supplies-and-high-power-bills-this-winter-00062770?source=email
https://www.wsj.com/articles/new-england-risks-winter-blackouts-as-gas-supplies-tighten-11665999002

