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October 22, 2024

The Honorable Joe Manchin

Chairman, U.S. Senate Committee on Energy & Natural Resources
304 Dirksen Senate Building

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable John Barrasso, M.D.

Ranking Member, U.S. Senate Committee on Energy & Natural Resources
304 Dirksen Senate Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Manchin and Ranking Member Barrasso:

I write to extend the support and appreciation of the Electric Power Supply Association (EPSA) to
certain provisions of the Energy Permitting Reform Act of 2024 (S. 4753) that are particularly
relevant to the nation’s independent power producers. The energy expansion will require substantial
investment nationwide in a broad array of energy infrastructure. EPSA is grateful for your continued
attention to electric grid reliability, cost efficiency and fair cost allocation for consumers, and the
success of the nation’s clean energy expansion. Of particular interest to EPSA is providing greater
certainty to the timing of the judicial review process (Title I), as well as engaging the expertise of
the electric grid’s federal regulator and the nation’s Electric Reliability Organization to highlight
possible reliability concerns stemming from proposed federal rulemakings (Title V).

EPSA is the national trade association representing America’s competitive power suppliers,
advocating for well-functioning competitive wholesale electricity markets. EPSA members own and
operate approximately 165,000 megawatts of reliable and competitively priced, environmentally
responsible generation facilities using a diverse mix of fuels and technologies, including natural gas,
wind, solar, hydropower, battery storage, nuclear, and coal. EPSA members’ assets represent
approximately 20% of the nation’s installed capacity.

Certainty of Timing and Deadlines is Critical to Investment

Title I of S. 4753 includes prudent and responsible guardrails on the legal process for awards and
review of key federal permits. EPSA appreciates the inclusion of reasonable timelines for the legal
process to unfold and to prevent drawn out, undefined delays in federal permitting. The language in
Title I augments the helpful parameters on the development of Environmental Impact Statements
and Environmental Assessments included in Title III of the 2023 Fiscal Responsibility Act and
provides a measure of certainty that key decisions will be made within a reasonable timeframe.

EPSA firmly rejects the idea that requiring specific, well-defined actions within an articulated
timeframe will result in degraded or diminished environmental standards. Ensuring that legal action
is initiated within a certain, well understood period or requiring agencies to act on remand within a
given window does not require an erosion of important environmental standards.



Reliability Experts Should be Heard When Proposed Rules May Affect the Electric Grid

Title V of the bill wisely creates a process for the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC)
to harness the expertise of the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) when
considering possible adverse impacts on electric grid reliability of proposed federal rules. The
language does not appear to put a significant onus on FERC, as its role appears to be limited to
FERC directing NERC to conduct reliability analyses and to make those studies public.

We are in a time of sharply rising demand for electricity. It is critical that federal policies recognize
the value of existing, interconnected generation assets and thoroughly consider the reliability
implications of the retirement (or diminished output) of existing power plants. FERC and NERC
know well the reliability challenges accompanying the clean energy expansion, and it seems like a
common-sense direction that their voices should be included in relevant federal rulemakings.

We appreciate your support for responsible permitting reform. EPSA continues to advocate for
“both/and” solutions — we believe that our nation will need to maintain its existing assets and be
willing to invest in both dispatchable and renewable resources to meet our reliability needs in a time
of steadily rising demand as well more stringent sustainability goals.

Thank you again for your commitment to this critical issue and we look forward to supporting those
efforts when Congress reconvenes in November.

Sincerely,

Todd Snitchler

President & CEO

Electric Power Supply Association

1401 New York Avenue, NW

Suite 950

Washington, DC 20005-2165

p: 202.628.8200 | e: tsnitchler@epsa.org | www.epsa.org

The Electric Power Supply Association (EPSA) is the national trade association representing America’s competitive
power suppliers. EPSA members provide about 165,000 MW of reliable and competitively priced electricity from
environmentally responsible facilities using a diverse mix of fuels and technologies including natural gas, wind, solar,
hydropower, geothermal, storage, biomass, and coal.

EPSA seeks to bring the benefits of competition to all power customers.
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