
For the first time in decades, the United States is seeing a sustained increase in electricity demand that will last for years to 
come. Driven by the increased use of artificial intelligence (AI), data centers and manufacturing, the surge in demand will 
require increased supply to meet growing needs. New sources of dispatchable power will need to be brought online quickly 
to meet new demand, while balancing that need with affordability and reliability for all Americans. 

If meeting surging power demand wasn’t challenge enough for grid operators, dispatchable power plants are also being 
prematurely retired due to aggressive state policy choices. These retirements, coupled with market interference, are driving 
up costs and reducing supply just when it is needed most.

Read more about what leaders and experts from all sides of the industry are saying:

What They’re Saying: Lawmakers, CEOs and System 
Operators See Reliability and Affordability Challenges 
Ahead…But Competitive Markets Can Offer a Solution

Competitive Markets Help Attract Investment While Protecting Consumers

“What’s great about markets? It allows us to do more 
with less. We have come up with methods to determine 
value and send the right signal to invest in places 
where generation is needed” – David Rosner, FERC 
Commissioner, 2025

“Ohio manufacturers believe competitive markets will 
best respond to future load growth and demand.” - Ryan 
Augsburger, President of the Ohio Manufacturers’ 
Association (OMA), 2024

“Competitive markets shift financial risk away from 
consumers and onto private investors, where it belongs. 
This ensures that customers aren’t burdened with the 
costs of failed investments and cost overruns.” - Todd 
Snitchler, President and CEO of EPSA, 2025

“Competition and competitive markets enable customers 
to see price signals and to actually respond... The 
competitive market framework should provide these price 
signals to both suppliers and customers. That helps keep 
a grid in balance.” –  Jim Burke, CEO of Vistra, 2023

“Investors need confidence that they will be rewarded 
for making long-term commitments…when auctions are 
delayed or market rules change frequently, it creates 
hesitation among investors. They don’t know if they’ll 
recover costs or when they should commit capital.” - 
Richard Dewey, President, New York Independent 
System Operator, 2025

“Competitive markets ensure that capital flows to the most 
efficient and reliable resources. When companies compete, 
they are incentivized to innovate, lower costs, and provide 
better services. That ultimately benefits consumers and 
strengthens the market…the more frequently markets get 
tweaked, the harder it is to make long-term investment 
decisions.” - Carolyn Comer, President, Shell Energy 
North America, 2025
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https://epsa.org/as-state-policymakers-address-rising-energy-needs-competitive-electricity-markets-drive-affordability-reliability-and-investment/#:~:text=Competitive%20markets%20have%20consistently%20lowered,private%20investors%2C%20where%20it%20belongs.
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Leaders Highlight Rising Demand

Grid Operators Warn: Supply Challenges are Growing

“When it comes to the reliability of the electric grid, we 
have a rendezvous with reality.”  – Mark Christie, FERC 
Commissioner, 2025

“Forcing the premature retirement of our most reliable 
power plants is exceptionally shortsighted when it 
comes to addressing the long-term reliability of our 
electric grid.” - Rep. Troy Balderson (OH-12), 2025

“The trends point to critical reliability challenges facing the 
industry: satisfying escalating energy growth, managing 
generator retirements, and accelerating resource and 
transmission development.” - NERC, Long-Term Reliability 
Assessment 2024

“My guess is energy consumption goes up quite 
substantially. I think the future of intelligence is quite 
high, and then the future of energy is quite high.” - Jensen 
Huang, CEO of NVIDIA, 2024

“Numerous electric-generating facilities have been 
prematurely retired in recent years, making it critical that 
we look for solutions to once again harness and expand 
the baseload power our communities rely on as new and 
emerging technologies increase the need.” - Rep. Brett 
Guthrie (KY-02) and Rep. Bob Latta (OH-05), 2025

“I feel more concerned today than I did two years ago 
about resource adequacy. Load is growing much faster 
than we had projected, which even back then was an eye-
popping set of numbers.” - Manu Asthana, CEO of PJM, 
2024

Meeting this Moment: What the Grid Needs 
Growing the American economy depends on reliable and affordable energy. From data centers and AI to the return of 
manufacturing, seizing the economic opportunities of today will require decisions that strengthen our electric system, 
including but not limited to: 

•	 Policies that prioritize reliability and resource adequacy—including keeping essential generation online and making it 
easier to bring new capacity online. 

•	 A stable set of market rules that incentivize investability, properly value dispatchability, and prevent political 
manipulation outside of established rulemaking processes.  

•	 Greater certainty and efficiency in the federal permitting process to reduce the time it takes to bring new resources 
online. 

•	 Enhanced coordination between the electric and natural gas industries.

Competitive Wholesale Electricity Markets Nationwide

More than 20 years ago, competitive wholesale electricity markets were established in many parts of the U.S. to help 
reduce power generation costs, increase competition and provide choice for consumers. Since then, these markets have 
consistently driven innovation, enhanced efficiency and reduced costs. This new competitive era replaced an inflexible, 
vertically-integrated utility model that was costly and failed to advance the power sector.

As competitive power suppliers, EPSA members have since delivered substantial economic benefits to consumers and 
businesses – by quickly adapting and investing in cleaner, lower-cost, efficient resources needed to support a reliable grid, 
in addition to natural gas, geothermal, and wind and solar resources.

2epsa.org @epsanews The Electric Power Supply Association

To learn more and view EPSA’s full Principles of a Reliable Energy Expansion, visit epsa.org.

https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/ceraweek-data-center-build-out-stokes-fears-overburdening-biggest-us-grid-2025-03-13/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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