
State Spotlight: How Competitive 
Power Generation Benefits All 
Ohio Residents

Competitive power suppliers are delivering cost-effective and reliable power for Ohioans at a critical 
time for energy demand. Ohio, a key manufacturing and data center hub, is meeting growing demand 
in new and efficient ways thanks to market structures that enable the state to freely import and 
export power around the PJM region and put the risks of new investments firmly on shareholders—
not customers. Competitive or “restructured” markets are strategically positioned to carry Ohio into a 
bright economic future, ensuring additional power generation can come online to meet rising power 
demand, without putting reliability or affordability at stake.

COMPETITIVE GENERATION IN OHIO
EPSA members own and operate 14,698.5 MW of generation across Ohio, 
including nuclear reactors, natural gas power plants, and renewable resources. 
EPSA members are ready to meet the demand growth with investments in more 
generating capacity in the state. Because of Ohio’s competitive market structure, 
the inherent financial risks of these large investments remain with shareholders - 
companies cannot pass on cost for projects that do not ultimately pan out or have 
cost overruns to customers.

COMPETITIVE MARKETS DELIVER AFFORDABLE PRICING 
FOR AMERICANS 
Competitive markets are proven to offer a better deal for consumers than 
monopoly utilities. In fact, the 65 million Americans living within PJM’s footprint 
save between $3.2 and $4 billion annually thanks to the benefits of competitive 
markets. A recent study by FTI Consulting and the Alliance for Competitive 
Power (ACP) analyzed historical electricity sales and found that competitive 
market states saw lower retail price growth in residential, commercial and 
industrial markets, even as they implemented stricter environmental policies. 

Since 1996, prices have increased 88% in monopoly regions and only 66% 
in competitive markets. 

OHIO PROFILE
Driven by data centers 
and a manufacturing 
resurgence, Ohio is 
becoming a major demand 
center with estimates that 
electricity use could more 
than triple by 2035.

14,698.5 MW
The amount of power 
generation EPSA member 
companies own and operate in 
the state. That is over half of the 
state’s 29,104 MW capacity.

$23 Billion
The amount that Amazon Web 
Services has committed to 
invest by 2030 for the buildout 
of data center infrastructure 
in Ohio.

-43.6%
The reduction in electric power 
carbon dioxide emissions driven 
largely by competitive power 
suppliers in the state.

Despite cost savings from 
competitive power markets, 
Ohio regulators authorized 
additional charges, using 
riders authorized by 
statute in 2008, that more 
than offset the savings 
competitive wholesale 
generation delivered.
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Regulated Restructured

Regulated Markets See Greater Electricity Rate Increases Compared to Markets (1996-2022)

Ohio and its residents have directly benefited from the cost savings associated with competitive markets. “Restructured” 
states are those that have implemented competitive markets, while “regulated” states maintain utility monopolies for 
generation, transmission, and distribution.

https://vistracorp.com/generation/
https://www.alphagen.com/
https://www.lspower.com/project-map/
https://www.calpine.com/calpine-accelerates-pjm-development-program/
https://www.pjm.com/about-pjm/who-we-are#:~:text=Acting%20as%20a%20neutral%2C%20independent,more%20than%2065%20million%20people.
https://www.pjm.com/-/media/DotCom/about-pjm/pjm-value-proposition.pdf
https://www.allianceforcompetitivepower.org/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2024/09/13/data-centers-power-grid-ohio/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2024/09/13/data-centers-power-grid-ohio/
https://www.eia.gov/electricity/state/ohio/


Learn more at epsa.org The Electric Power Supply Association@epsanews

However, generation is just one part of consumers’ electric bills. Despite cost savings 
from lower power costs driven by competitive power markets, Ohio regulators 
authorized additional charges from transmission and distribution monopolies that 
more than offset the savings competitive wholesale generation delivered. 

EPSA MEMBERS POWER COMPETITIVE GENERATION IN OHIO

Competitive Wholesale Markets Nationwide
The Electric Power Supply Association (EPSA) is the national trade association representing America’s competitive 
power suppliers. EPSA members provide about 175,000 MW of reliable and competitively priced electricity from 
environmentally responsible facilities using a diverse mix of fuels and technologies including natural gas, nuclear, 
wind, solar, hydropower, geothermal, storage, biomass, and coal. EPSA seeks to bring the benefits of competition to 
all power customers through properly functioning wholesale power markets.

The Bottom Line
Competitive power suppliers have provided efficient, reliable, and affordable electricity to Buckeyes without passing 
the economic risk onto customers. Ohio needs competitive markets and dispatchable generation to power its 
economic future and lead the U.S. as a place that attracts businesses, enables reshoring of manufacturing, and 
powers datacenters.

ELECTRIC BILL SUMMARY
Increased
35% - 43%

DELIVERY:
transmission, distribution
and non-by passable
charges 

Decreased
65% to 57%

SUPPLY:
market cost of electricity

The Buckeye State
2 0 1 6  - 2 0 1 8

Service Address:
Billing Period:

To view more details about your bill and 
increased pricing, contact state regulators 
who authorized additional charges for 
transmission and distribution.

A CLOSER LOOK: HOW ONE COMPETITIVE 
POWER GENERATOR HELPS PROVIDE 
RELIABLE POWER TO OHIOANS 
Alpha Generation’s Lordstown Energy Center, 
a highly efficient combined cycle natural-gas 
plant, generates safe, reliable, cost-effective, and 
environmentally responsible electricity in Ohio. 

•	 940 MW of capacity powering 850,00 homes and 
businesses in the Youngstown-Warren metro area. 

•	 Dispatchable power generation providing 
efficient, flexible support for intermittent wind 
and solar power. 

•	 Reduces emissions in comparison to less efficient 
generation.

351.5 MW
of renewable 
generation is provided 
by EPSA members

8,482 MW
of reliable natural gas 
generation is provided 
by EPSA members

3,742 MW
of coal generation 
is provided by EPSA 
members

2,176 MW
of nuclear generation 
is provided by EPSA 
member

 @epsanews.bsky.social

Image source: Alpha Generation

https://epsa.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/electricpowersupply
https://x.com/epsanews
https://www.alphagen.com/
https://bsky.app/profile/epsanews.bsky.social
https://www.alphagen.com/

